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REPORTS 28 SOVIET DIVISIONS,
O ATR SQUADRCMS iN RAST GERMANY

Berlin, 28 February (TT-Reuters} -- The USSR now has 620,000 men and 860
aircraft statioped ir East Germany, according to the West Berlin newspaper Der
Abend (formerly US-licepsed). Tke paper cites reports from sources close to
The Soviet Control Commission end states thet the troops are organized into 28
divisions and nine air squedrons. These figures are said to exceed th= highest
ever quoted in the Western press, which gives ornly 22 divisions in the Soviet
Zone,

In the opinicn of West Eerlin press circles, the above information stemmed
from a person whe had deserted from the Soviet Control Commission.

According to Dex Abend, of the 28 divisions stationed in East Germany, 11
are armored divisions, 1% sre motorized infantry divisions, one & paratrooper
division, and the remaining two Soviet Army elute divisions, completely motorized
and equipped with the finest and most modern weapons.

The air force, witk its nipe air squedrous, comsists of 340 jet aircraft
and 200 of the most modern bombors. Pive of the sguedrons ere stationed in the
nilitary maneuver area 120 kilometers south of Berlin, and two are stationed on
the Baltic coast neer the Polish boundery. The two remaining squadrons are con-

centrated in the area around Berlin, Der Abend states.
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